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I MOLLY HOUSEMAN

A Taieri farm, owned by the same family
for 150 years, has been given a New
Zealand Century farm award.

Despite the cancellation of the usual
awards dinner due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the Janefield farm and its
rich family history did not go unnoticed.

The 220ha farm is owned by father and
son Ian and Simon Bathgate.

To be considered for the award, an
application including photographs and
documents supporting the farm’s history
had to be submitted.

Ian Bathgate said he and his family
had always been aware of their
ancestors’ stories, which had allowed
them to further appreciate what they
had.

“We have been very lucky we landed
where we did.”

Alexander Bathgate arrived in Otago
from Scotland in 1861 after he and his
seven family members spent 98 days at
sea onboard the Pladda.

Mr Bathgate said when Alexander
purchased the first 137 acres (65ha) in
1865, the Taieri area had been a
swamp.

But the family had developed and
drained the land since.

In 1871, the then dairy farm became
the Janefield farm, named after
Alexander’s mother and daughter who
were still in Scotland.

Ten years later, his son, John, took
over the farm. He passed it on to his

Generation game . .. The Bathgate family of
lan, at their Taieri farm.

sons, Peter and George, in 1915.
Peter’s son, Melville, then took over
and eventually sold Janefield to his
cousin, Mr Bathgate’ father, George.
Under George’s ownership, the farm
changed from dairying to sheep, cattle
and wheat production in 1957.
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Ian Bathgate said while his brother
chose tobecome a doctor, he had
always been “intrigued” by farming.

“My mother and father never made
us farm; it had to be our choice.”

And he chose to follow that passion
by taking over the farm from his father,

from left) Simon, Ashlee (3), Caleb (8) and
PHOTO: PETER MCINTOSH.

along with his own son, Simon.

“Ifyou are not passionate, you are
betterto go and find something else to
do.”

He and his wife, Colleen, live on the
farm, which is now for cattle and lamb
finishing, as well as the production of
barley, oats, peas and cereal silage.

Simon and wife Julie, along with
theirtwo children, Ashlee and Caleb,
live about five minutes down the road.

“One of these days, we will probably
swap houses,” Mr Bathgate said.

He said learning to adapt had been
important, as the industry continued to
change, and their family had to change
with it.

“Ithink farming is a bit like life; what
you are doing 10 years ago, you are
probably not going to be doing in 10
years’ time.”

Along with no control over weather
events, Mr Bathgate said the biggest
challenge for a farming family would
often be family succession.

“We seem to have reasonable-sized
families and we want to be fair to all
members of the family, and that can be
quite difficult sometimes.”

As for the future of their farm, Mr
Bathgate said it would be there for his
four grandchildren, but “only if they
want it”.

The records of the Century Farm
awards recipients are archived at the
Alexander Turnbull Library in
Wellington.

molly.houseman@odt.co.nz
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OUR PRICES
HAVEN'T GONE UP!

Despite the fact that our imported machine pricing
is affected by the drop in the New Zealand Dollar we
don’t think you should suffer for it so we are keeping

our prices down.
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POND AND DAM LINERS |

 Durable and UV resistant, HDPE Liners
« Comprehensive Material and Installation Warranties
« QA documentation specific to your project

e Dairy effluent ponds

e |rrigation dams

¢ Frost protection ponds
¢ Floating covers

e Decorative ponds
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D RONE FINANCE
OFFER EXTENDED!

25% deposit of the financed sum
including GST
PLUS a payment holiday”

info@aspectlining.co.nz 0800 464 235 www.aspectlining.co.nzj

The interest rate for the loan is 3.79% and is based on a schedule of 36 monthly payments. To suit seasonal cash flow, there are
no payments required through June, July, August and September so customers can take a winter payment holiday! These Krone
finance offers apply to all new imported products so be in quick to ensure your order is made by the end of the third quarter and
take advantage of these great offers. Any documentation needs to be preapproved and supplied prior to the 30th September
2020 to ensure the order is met. Valid for delivery prior to 31st December 2020. Terms, conditions and lending criteria apply.

Of our clients got a CASH REFUND

from ACC. Get your RISK-FREE
eligibility check online today.

For more information contact .
Visit www.ACCelerate.nz

DEALERS NATIONWIDE 100% Kiwi-owned & operated

www.tulloch.nz 063700390

For technology that works!
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Dunedin

Il JOHN GIBB

WHEN the world starts to recover from
the Covid-19 pandemic, big agribusiness
opportunities will open up for New
Zealand, Dunedin geneticist Dr Bruno
Santos believes.

Brazilian-born Dr Santos has
welcomed his recent promotion to
partner at AbacusBio and said that
would increase his ability to provide
input into the international company's
future.

The agribusiness consulting company
was “hugely passionate about making a
difference to agriculture and has great
scientific credentials as well as on-farm
pragmatism”.

“Bruno leads projects for AbacusBio
in the genetics of many species from
sheeptorice,” the company said.

He also works in Brazil, Tanzania,
Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya and Saudi
Arabia as well as New Zealand.

Dr Santos said New Zealand had
enhanced its international reputation
through the leadership it had shown in
countering Covid-19, and in both its use
of scientific advice and in putting a
strong emphasis on people, and their
welfare.

As a partner, he would help expand
agribusiness consulting company
AbacusBio's operations in developing
countries, including in Africa, by
working through partnerships,
including links with local farmers, to

2020
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geneticist looking to Africa

Winning team. . .
agribusiness company AbacusBio, with his daughter, Isabela Green-Santos (8).

Dunedin geneticist Dr Bruno Santos, recently promoted to partner at

PHOTO: PETER MCINTOSH

improve livestock and cropping
productivity.
He was confident modern

agricultural information systems and
genetic skills could be used to enable
African farmers to boost productivity

by improving locally successful cattle
breeds and crop types, he said.

“They're extremely well adapted to
their conditions,” he said.

AbacusBio would be adapting
livestock improvement principles, but
would be working with African animals
and plants, rather than exporting New
Zealand cows.

Despite the tough challenges to be
faced, he was ‘“very confident” about
the future and the positive changes to
which the company could contribute
within developing nations, he said.

Dr Santos moved from Brazil to
Dunedinin 2012 to work for AbacusBio
and in 2018 graduated from the
University of New England, in
Armidale, New South Wales, Australia,
with a PhD for his thesis on the value of
information from commercial
livestock in genetic improvement
programmes.

He alsoreceived the university's
Chancellor's Doctoral Research Medal,
which recognised his project's
application and the quality of the work.

After earlier completing a bachelor
of animal science degree and a
master's degree in animal nutrition
and production, Mr Santos ran his own
company in Brazil providing technical
advice, strategic planning and genetic
analysis services to agribusiness
companies, farmers and livestock
breeders.

john.gibb@odt.co.nz

g oym

PLA

Brett George « P 027 351 3408 E platemeterservices@gmail.com

PASTURE METER READING THAT'S

WITH AT-THE-GATE REPORTS

CLEAN TROUGH WATER MEANS IMPROVED LIVESTOCK HEALTH

- Specialist in quality pasture meter reading with advanced sensor technology

- Provide 200 measurements per second or 18,500 readings over a single 500m pass
- Provides a fully integrated electronic support system

- Provides a secure web-based storage of information with easy access
- Prompt generated feed wedges for rapid decision making and seasonal comparisons

- Generate reports at the gate, supplying valuable pasture
cover data and comparable results every time

- Improve heath & increase animal hydration
- Enhance production & improve water quality

- Reduce bacterial/algae contamination of trough water

QUICKER AND EASIER,

ow 2 hikes
availahle

for pasture
metering

BilGooge

AVON*"

Keel d&%ﬁg
Call us today for all your
alloy and stainless steel

fabrication and welding needs.

ATV & Side-by-Side Crates ¢ Ute Crates
* Trailer Crates ¢ Alloy Gate Repairs
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Twin Farm Genetics
TEFRom and Suftex Stud

TEFRom - Over half your lambs away
at 12 weeks. A stabilised composite for
over 20 years with the ability to lamb
hoggets at at 100% to the ram. 1300

fully recorded ewes.

NZ MATERNAL WORTH
L|[T=NzMatenalAve |\ |TH MEAT (MW+M)
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Andrew Welsh (021) 384 272

Russell Welsh (021) 169 4304

WHY TWIN FARM
GENETICS?

* Recording WormFEC
for over 10 years.

* Clients hogget scanning
consistently over 130%

* Recording temperament and udder scores

* High growth rates in both Suftex and
TEFRom

* Accurate lamb survival records

* 57% Alliance meat yield from a maternal

sheep
 Family owned and operated

Suftex -

high growth rate and yielding over 56% in

the Alliance meat yield. Members of Premier
Suftex Group. 800 fully recorded ewes.

' Breeding for Taste and Tenderness meat

traits.

NZ STANDARD TERMINAL 1"
——NZ Terminal Ave WORTH (NZTW)

www.tefrom.co.nz

Interbred for an excellent marker,

""""" $5% -




